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MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FOR THE REQUIRING AUTHORITY 

MAY IT PLEASE THE COMMISSIONER: 

 This is a progress report to update the Commissioner on the Requiring 

Authority’s attempts to liaise with Submitters about their submissions and 

preparations for the hearing, in accordance with the Commissioner’s Minute 

dated 17 April 2020. 

Update on discussions with submitters 

 The Requiring Authority individually contacted all Submitters, inviting them to 

attend a pre-hearing discussion with the Requiring Authority and a 

representative for the Council’s Reporting Officers.  A brief report on those 

engagements is below. 

 Lynne Bishop – the Council as Requiring Authority, and Mr O’Leary for the 

reporting officers met with Ms Bishop in a Zoom meeting on Tuesday, 28 April 

2020.  The discussion was productive, and the parties to the meeting agreed 

that an approved copy of the meeting notes can be circulated with this report. 

Ms Bishop preserves her opposition to the Notice of Requirement, but usefully 

clarified her concerns. It is anticipated that Ms Bishop will speak to her 

submission at the hearing and will not be calling expert evidence.  A copy of 

the meeting notes are attached.  The Council will continue to engage with Ms 

Bishop leading up to the hearing. 

 Powerco – advised by email (attached) that it is not intending to speak at the 

hearing and did not wish to have a meeting. 

 Horizons Regional Council – advised by email (attached) that it no longer 

intends to speak at the hearing, confirming that it “generally support[s] the 

proposal”. 

 Aokautere Land Holdings Ltd – a meeting with Aokautere Land Holdings Ltd 

was scheduled for Wednesday, 29 April 2020 but was cancelled by the 

Submitter. The parties are in discussions to reschedule the meeting for next 

week, beginning 4 May 2020. Aokautere Land Holdings Ltd has been advised 
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as to the purpose of the meeting, and that the Council and the Commissioner 

will be interested to understand whether it intends to call technical experts.  

 In the case of ALHL, it would be appropriate to give a direction that it must 

advise the Requiring authority and the Reporting Officers whether it intends 

to call expert witnesses, and the names and areas of expertise of those 

witnesses. 

Section 92 information 

 The Requiring Authority is currently compiling responses to the Reporting 

Officers’ request for further information under s 92 of the RMA.  These 

responses will be provided as soon as possible, likely early next week. 

Conferencing  

 Whether formalised conferencing will be required may well depend upon 

whether Aokautere Land Holdings Ltd intends to call technical experts.  This is 

not yet known. 

 In any case, the Council (as Requiring Authority) suggests that the expert 

pairings with the reporting officers would nevertheless be useful to resolve 

any residual issues, and to address appropriate conditions.   

 To that extent, it may be appropriate to schedule Expert conferencing for the 

week following the Council’s Reporting Officer’s evidence is due (whenever 

that will be).  Done in this way, the conferencing outcomes will hopefully 

ensure that the Requiring authority evidence can be confined to key issues.   

 Allowing conferencing at that stage may, therefore, require some adjustment 

to the evidence timetable at paragraph 20.  An extra 2 days for the requiring 

authority would be enough. 

Hearing 

 It is not clear whether a hearing has been set down, and if so, on what date 

and in what manner?  The Requiring Authority records that it can be ready to 

attend a hearing via zoom meeting, and this may well be appropriate and 

convenient for all parties, and this would enable the hearing to be set down 
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with some certainty for the parties.  ALHL and the Council have already 

successfully engaged in one Zoom hearing during the Level 4 Lockdown in 

respect of a resource consent. 

DATED 1 May 2020 

 

_______________________ 

Nicholas Jessen 

Counsel for Palmerston North City Council
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