
Abby Road Notice of Requirement 

Speaking notes of Michael Duindam for hearing on 31 March 2021  

 

1. The purpose of my statement of evidence is to provide some strategic planning input into 

the NoR process. My role is in an oversight capacity as the City Planning Manager. 

2. The purpose of the designation is to secure the potential to extend Abby Road so that it joins 

up with Johnstone Drive.  

3. This is important, because historic development in the broader Aokautere area has been ad-

hoc and led to poor connectivity outcomes.  

4. The designation seeks to preserve and enable a development outcome that is more 

integrated, co-ordinated and contribute to a well-functioning urban environment. 

5. In my statement, I mention that an arrangement in principle had been agreed with the 

landowner. I’d like to note that I wasn’t directly involved in this, but my understanding is 

that Council agreed to not pursue a designation for the Abby Rd connection, if the 

landowner agreed not to lodge a subdivision consent which would prevent the connection 

from being delivered. There was hope that a mutually beneficial outcome could be reached, 

without the need for intervention via a designation.  

6. This agreement in principle was done in the context of Council undertaking the preparation 

of a District Plan change to extend the urban development opportunities at Aokautere, and 

ensure that good urban form outcomes, including good connectivity, were able to be 

delivered. My statement includes some draft structure plans, which further signal the 

Council’s intent to see Abby Road connected to Johnstone Drive.  

7. Given that the landowner did progress a subdivision consent, which would have 

compromised the Abby Road connection to Johnstone Drive, an NoR was lodged to ensure 

that the connection opportunity could be preserved.  

8. Council is progressing its strategic planning work for Aokautere. A plan change is likely to be 

taken to Council in May or June, seeking approval to notify a plan change. Given the 

potential delay between a plan change being notified and then being made operative, it is 

important that the designation progresses, to ensure that the opportunity to secure this link 

is not compromised in the intervening period.  

9. Should the designation be confirmed, the Council intends to reengage with the landowner to 

fully explore any potentially viable land swap or purchase agreements that may be mutually 

beneficial in delivery of the project. 


