
 

Abby Road Submission: 

 

Dear Commissioner  

 

This submission is to oppose the connecting Abby Road and Johnstone Drive 

My major concerns are that we fought to protect this gully only three years ago. I am worried that if 

the road goes ahead that this will be a two step process and the argument will be to fill in the rest of 

the gully.  

It is frustrating to read that my concerns are correct, that already a subdivision proposal has been 

submitted. 

 

The proposed earthworks will cause a significant adverse effect in their own right:  

• to us 

• the uniqueness of the contours of the Abby Road Gully land 

Resource Management Issues 

These adverse effects associated with the earthworks are: 

• Landscape and visual effects 

• Impact on amenity values of neighbouring residents 

The relevant Earthworks rules are: 

1.1 To limit the location and scale of earthworks where adverse effects may result. 

1.2 To ensure that any adverse effects on the environment from earthworks, including: 

• Visual effects 

• Effects on the natural land form 

• Effects on adjoining properties 

6.3.4   Environmental Results Anticipated 

• Development that contributes to a high quality environment for individuals and 

neighbourhoods. 

• Development that takes account of, and is complementary to, the surrounding natural 

landforms. 

• Earthworks construction is carried out in an appropriate manner for the surrounding area. 

• Significant adverse effects of development are avoided, remediated, or mitigated. 

6.3.7 Rules: Restricted Discretionary Activities 

• Landscape and visual impact 

• Effects on adjoining properties including amenity values 

 

(a) To ensure that earthworks do not adversely affect the residential amenity of adjoining 

neighbours 



(b) Avoid earthworks that materially impact on the landscape and visual values associated with 

the land in its surrounding context 

(c) Avoid material increases in the susceptibility of the land or adjoining land to flooding 

(d) Ensure that all earthworks are carried out in accordance with the relevant technical 

standards 

 

Personal note / background information 

I hope by providing some background and history relating to the earthworks and the subdivision that 

you hear and understand our concerns and how it has affected us. 

 

When we purchased our section, the Abby Road gully was advertised as a reserve. 

We bought our section in Woodgate Court approximately 26 years ago. We were shown the section 

we bought by an employee of the developer.  

1. They emphasised that the gully was a reserve 

2. Views to Mount Ruapehu and the city. 

Our house was built to take advantage of these assets. 

We paid more for our section for the view and the reserve and would not have bought here 

otherwise. We wanted the open space and to live next to a reserve. We have a good view of the 

gully, all the way up to Fitzherbert East Road, where the Manga o Tane Reserve is now. Views of 

Mount Ruapehu and some of Palmerston North’s city light.  We were greatly affected when the top 

part of the gully was filled as this was advertised as a reserve which extended all the way up to 

Pacific Drive Park.   

 

We were told the gully would be planted and this was supported with the advertising sign showing 

the reserve going from Abby Road all the way up to Pacific Drive. 

I make it very clear that it was advertised as a Reserve. Enclosed the photo of the sign.  

We have fought for years to protect the reserve. Unfortunately, the previous earthworks have 

adversely affected us with loss of views, open space and gully. This had a huge impact on our 

property. The earthworks were raised so high it rendered our 6-foot fence useless. This was a 

considerable cost to us in time, energy and money to fix the problem. We lost the open space and 

the views. These all come under the landscape effects / earthworks. Looking back: Were these earth 

work rules 6.3.7 not in place in 2007?  Because they have all been breached! And we have been 

seriously affected. Where is the accountability? 

Enclosed the photos showing: 

• How high the land had been built up to our six-foot fence 

• Flooding in the street – resulting from the land being altered  

 

In 2018 our street flooded on Christmas Day. This was a direct result of the land being built up.  

 

Over the years it has cost us financially, emotionally and physically in time for fighting for our rights. 

We have had a gutsful of the earthworks. It has been nothing but a stressful nuisance. Aokautere has 

a uniqueness and beauty and this should be protected.  



Regarding the information sent: The facts are: 

Mr Woolaston has been misinformed regarding the gully by stating that the gully was never 

intended to be a reserve. Previously, I have provided information that stated that Abby Road Gully 

was advertised as a reserve. (Enclosed photo of subdivision site sign). There is No misinformation or 

misinterpretation of information (pg13). It was advertised as a reserve. We feel the sign and other 

information given to us was misleading and false advertising and this is in breach of the Fair Trading 

Act. Where is the accountability for the purchaser? 

The photo of the site sign was taken in 1997 and we bought our section in 1994. The gully was 

advertised as a reserve for at least this length of time, (3 years) despite the claims by Mr Woolaston 

stated that it was never advertised as a reserve. At the last hearing, I also provided other 

information regarding the gully as a reserve.  

Irreversible modifications 

Any claims that stated that the upper part of the gully is irreversible should not be used as an excuse 

to continue to destroy it.  

Firstly, we need to reminded in 2016 /2017 that modification to the Abby Road Gully were without 

consented. Unconsented work was undertaken on the Abby Road Gully in December 2016/ February 

2017 pg.12.  

Secondly, the upper landform of the gully can be saved; it can recover, and it is still a gully. There are 

people in this district that would be more than happy to plant the gully up. 

Thirdly, if the roading goes ahead, the argument will be ‘well it is already been modified you may as 

well fill it or make it into a subdivision’. 

Question of Views 

An assessment of our property in the table, concluded the visual effects on our property will be 

moderate-low. With respect, I disagree with this statement: 

Firstly, the information is incorrect. We have a two-story house, not a single story as stated. With 

two windows upstairs that have views of the gully. There is no attic window. One of those windows 

is approximately four metres in length. Our house is position at the top of our sloping sections. At 

the moment there are some trees that have taken a bit of our view, but this is not the norm I usually 

keep them trimmed (Photo enclosed). 

 

Conclusion 

The PNCC need to be forward thinking. This is the 21st century and we need to protect our 

environment for future generations. All of the gullies should be protected as they are a significant 

natural feature to Aokautere. The gully’s amenity values are the beautiful characteristics of the 

contour of the land, views, trees, wildlife and openness.  

 

Basically we want what we paid for – A GULLY, therefore, we oppose the roading extension. We 

want the gully to be protected. However, we would be prepared to negotiate especially if it meant 

that the top part of the gully could be saved and planted. 

 



The Manga o Tane Reserve has limited accessibility to the public. We propose that the Abby Road 

gully be gifted to the PNCC and to join onto the Manga o Tane Reserve and make a looped walking 

track. Both sides of the gully could be planted in native trees this would lessen the visual impact of 

the road. Or the Abby Road Gully could be set aside as a drainage gully. 

 If this could be negotiated, we propose minimal filling on the gully (less impact on the environment) 

and support the PNCC Option one.  

 

Also, Mr Henderson (who did not receive information regarding the roading) is against the 

extension. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Lynne Bishop 

 

 

 

11 Woodgate Court is lot 89. Note the area marked as reserve. Houses are built right up to lot 90 

now. Look at all the reserve we have lost and what a beautiful asset that would have been! 

 



 

The brown mark indicates the top of our 6-foot fence before the land was raised. Note the post from 

that fence in the foreground.  The surrounding gully was filled and built up considerably higher than 

our property. 

 

 



 

Looking down the gully from the upstairs window. 

 

 

Christmas Day 



 

 


