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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Friday Compendium (Items Circulated for Information) 

MEETING DATE: 20 May 2022 

TITLE: Manawatu Community Athletics Track - 2021 Annual Report 

PRESENTED BY: Aaron Phillips - Activities Manager Parks  

APPROVED BY: Sarah Sinclair, Chief Infrastructure Officer  

 

  

  

 

1. The Manawatu Community Athletics Track was established on Massey 

University’s Turitea Campus in 2001 in a partnership between the athletics 

community, Massey University and the Palmerston North City Council. 

2. The facility operated under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

which was formed in 2000. The 2000 MOU was reviewed and updated in 

2021. 

3. Under the MOU an Advisory Committee oversees the track governance 

with appointments from Massey University, Palmerston North City Council, 

Manawatu District Council, and Palmerston North Athletic and Harrier Club 

(PNA&HC). 

4. Councilor Bruno Petrenas and Activities Manager Parks, Aaron Phillips, 

represent Palmerston North City Council on the Advisory Committee.   

5. The Council currently contributes $78,900 + GST per year towards both the 

maintenance and renewals of the track.  Massey University provides day-

to-day facility administration, management, maintenance and security 

services, as well as sharing in maintenance and renewal costs.  The 

PNA&HC provides track and field equipment and often assists with events 

and schools use. 

6. The 2021 Annual Report (attached in Appendix One): 

a. Notes the disruptions and additional requirements required due to 

Covid. 

b. Acknowledges the contributions of all the parties and especially 

Massey University and PNA&HC in operating the Athletics Track for the 

benefit of the community. 

c. Shows 523 bookings were made with an estimated 21,633 uses of the 

track.  These are up significantly on previous years, as shown in Figure 

One.   
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7. Figures One and Two plot the estimated booked use numbers (excluding 

casual use) and booking numbers trends: 

a. There has been a downward trend in formal booked use since 2010.  

The trend in number of bookings has been fairly static. 

b. There has been a significant increase in use in 2021, returning to usage 

levels last seen in 2016. 

 

 

Figure One: Estimated use numbers 
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Figure Two: Booking numbers 

 

8. The booking officers advise that a large portion of the 2021 increase in 

booking and use numbers is a result of drainage improvement to the 

central field area. The drainage improvements have enabled significant 

football use for training in the central field area – up to four evenings a 

week. 

9. PNA&HC membership1has increased from 190 members in 2019/20 to 321 in 

the 2020/21 season which will have also resulted in an increase in regular 

uses. 

10. No statistics are available on casual community use. 

11. While not covered in the report it is noteworthy that Massey University have 

been successful in securing the Manawatu Community Athletics Track as 

the venue for the January 2023 Colgate Games. The Colgate Games are 

the largest athletics event in New Zealand for tamariki aged 7 to 14 years 

old. 

 

 

1 As per draft Sport Manawatu 6 month report. 
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12. The ongoing commitment of key athletics club volunteers is noted by 

Council Officers.  Their care and passion for the club and the facilities is 

fundamental to the high standards and community use experienced at the 

Track. 

 

Aaron Phillips 

Activities Manager - Parks 
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