PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the District Licensing Committee Meeting

EXTRAORDINARY HEARINGS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN THE
COUNCIL
CHAMBER,
CIVIC
ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING,
PALMERSTON NORTH ON WEDNESDAY, 13 MARCH 2019
COMMENCING AT 1.00PM

Members Present:

1-19

Deputy Mayor Tangi Utikere (in the Chair), and
Councillors Susan Baty and Lorna Johnson.

Hearing of Objection Pursuant to Section 33B
Classification of Dog as Menacing under the Dog Control
Act 1996
Consideration was given to:
(i)

Objection from Mr Terry Rickard dated 1 December
2018.

(ii)

Report, dated 20 February 2019 by the Animal Control
Officer, Mr Aaron Thornton.

(iii)

Statement by Mr Terry Rickard – tabled.

(iv)

Statement by Mr Keith Malcolm – tabled.

(v)

PNCC Animal Control Pamphlet “What does classified
as menacing mean to you?”

The following persons appeared before the Committee:
Mr Terry Rickard read his written statement and made the
following additional comments:
-

It was understood that an attack did not need to be
considered aggressive in nature for a menacing status to
apply.

-

It was confirmed that the dog Karma had left the property.

-

Karma’s background was unknown but there had never
been any troubles with her and other animals around the
neighbourhood.

-

Karma had escaped the property previously through a gap
in the property’s gate and this had since been rectified.

Mr Don Brown, support person for the Objector made no
additional comments.
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Mr Aaron Thornton, Animal Control Officer for Palmerston
North City Council spoke to his evidence and made the
following additional comments:
-

Under the Dog Control Act rabbits were identified as a
domestic pet not a prey animal.

-

Tabled photographs showed no injuries to the rabbit but
there was visible saliva around the neck and shoulders.

-

Movement or noise could trigger the instinctual prey drive
in dogs.

-

There were no issues with Karma’s behaviour at the
pound.

The meeting adjourned at 1.41pm
The meeting resumed at 1.56pm

Reply by the Objector
In his reply Mr Rickard made the following comment:
-

Nobody saw the dog kill the rabbit, therefore there was a
possibility the rabbit could have died from other causes.

The Committee reserved its decision and,
2-19

Exclusion of Public
The COMMITTEE RESOLVED that the public be excluded
from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting,
namely agenda item 1.
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the
public is excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in
relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under Section
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and
Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as
follows:
General subject of
each matter to be
considered

1.

Hearing
of
Objection Pursuant
to Section 33B
Classification
of
Dog as Menacing
under
the
Dog
Control Act 1996

Reason for passing
this resolution in
relation to each
matter

personal privacy

Ground(s) under
section 48(1) for
the passing of this
resolution

(a)(i)
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This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a) of the
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987
and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 6
or Section 7 of that Act which would be prejudiced by the
holding of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings of
the meeting in public are as follows:
1.

Hearing of Objection Pursuant to Section 33B
Classification of Dog as Menacing under the Dog Control
Act 1996 – LGOIMA 7(2)(a) – personal privacy.

The meeting adjourned at 2.04pm
The meeting resumed at 2.10pm

3-19

Consideration of Objection Pursuant to Section 33B
Classification of Dog as Menacing under the Dog Control Act
1996
Further consideration was given to the evidence and submissions
given by the Objector and the Council’s Animal Control Officer.
RESOLVED:

3.1

That the objection to the classification be dismissed
and that the classification by the Council, of Karma as
a menacing dog, be upheld as outlined in the attached
decision.

3.2

That copies of the decision be served on all parties
and be available for public inspection.

The meeting finished at 2.22pm.

CONSIDERED THIS 20TH DAY OF MARCH 2019

CHAIRPERSON

